
Work licensed under CC-BY 4.0

Potential of Symbiota installations
to Mobilize Latin American Collections to GBIF
K. Samanta Orellana*, Zabdi López, Ruth Bastardo, Andrés Arias, Katie Pearson, Ed Gilbert, Nico Franz
samanta.orellana@ku.edu

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Collections Mobilization

+600 Herbaria in Latin America

~150 (25%) mobilized to GBIF 

30%
use  CMS

Low access
to digitization and 
publishing tools



• Open-source software

• Thematic online portals
• Regional, taxonomic

• Biodiversity data management
• Specimens, observations
• Images and sounds

• Interactive tools
• Species checklists
• Taxonomic keys

• Data Mobilization
• Standardized data
• FAIR principles

symbiota.org

+60 thematic
portals

+1200 collections
+100M occurrences

+44M images

Symbiota



symbiota.org/es

En español

Symbiota Portals

95% users prefer a 
interface in Spanish



Symbiota Portals

Live-managed
collections



Live Management





Data Mobilization

Data standards
FAIR principles



+26 million records

•Network 
•Associate Participant/Node
•18 portals/installations
•590 collections/datasets
•10 countries

Symbiota Node/Network



Movilization to GBIF



Guatemala

Latin American Collections

26 collections
2 observation projects



Dominican 
Republic

Latin American Collections



Costa Rica

Latin American Collections



GRSciColl

Visibility for LatAm
Collections
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+54,000 
biodiversity records

Guatemala Biodiversity
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Mobilized to GBIF

Guatemala Biodiversity
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Thank you!

Samanta Orellana
Symbiota Support Hub           

help@symbiota.org
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